their names. Russian generals had names like Rennenkampf, Russia's
Prime Minister was Sturmer ; Mittelhauser and Frangois were French
and German generals respectively. The Nazi Gauleiter who is to
Germanise Austria, is Globocznik. These instances could be con-
tinued ad infinitum.

Or take the not uncommon case of a Czech official, who was stationed
in a Hungarian-speaking part of the Monarchy and sent his children
to a German school. How is nationality to be determined ? Is language
the criterion ? It is obvious that this must fail, since language has
by no means always been an index of nationality. The Jewish nation,
for instance, uses almost every language ; yet were this test applied,
only the half-million Hebrew-speaking Jews in Palestine could claim
to belong to the Jewish nation. Is it the mystical conceit of race ?
It is now generally held that there are no pure races left, and ic race "
would appear to be a metaphysical conception rather than one subject
. to the exact tests of science. Neither the formation of the skull nor
the length and curvature of the nose, the colour of the skin or the
texture of the hair, are a reliable guide. And again, language serves
least of all. The Romance elements in the English language, for
instance, were brought there by the Normans of Brittany, a purely
Teutonic tribe.

Yet the conception of humanity, from which alone civic rights
ought to derive, seems farther away than ever. As a result Europe
has again become Balkanised. The smallest group will proclaim its
idiom or provincial dialect as a sovereign language, and claim
independence for. those that speak it. Since language or dialect in
Europe may change from one village to the next, we are presented
with a problem incapable of solution on purely linguistic, let alone
racial, lines.

Meanwhile minorities are victims or nuisances, according to the
point of view. At any rate they are an element of instability and of
danger to any lasting peace. Those minorities which, like the German
groups, are backed by a powerful mother country, became, as they
were bound to, tools of expansion and aggression. Where the- parent
country was less strong, as ki the case of Hungarian minorities,
revindications became equally vociferous, while at the same time the
parent state allied itself with all the factors making for aggression,
war and the consequent troubling of waters with their promise of
rich and easy catches. In the third case, where a minority is not backed
by an organised state State at all, as is the case with the Jews, such
minority usually provoked, by its very helplessness, the worst instincts
of the dominant groups who found in it a scapegoat that could be
attacked without risk. Let it be said in honour of the Czechoslovak
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